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What do you consider to be your greatest 
contribution to the success of your company/
clients? For my company, I consider myself a team 
player. I volunteer on the Partnership Advancement 

Committee, the Women’s Initiative and commit myself to mentoring young lawyers. 
With so few women at the equity partner level with their own books of business, it’s 
important for others to see that this is an achievable goal while having a family and 
life outside the firm. For clients, I employ effective strategies, innovative solutions 
and compassionate counsel.

In what ways have you seen your role as a “leader in law” evolve over the years? 
As a young attorney, my focus was on billing hours, learning the ropes and always 
doing an excellent job on assignments. With time, I recognized that there is more to 
being an attorney than that. I began honing my communication skills, empathy and 
mentoring of younger attorneys. Being a leader does not mean always “winning” but 
rather the legacy you leave behind and the impact you make on each client, adversary 
and member of the bench you come across.

Other than financial reasons, what inspires you to continue in your current 
profession? I love the practice of family law. Helping families transition through 
what is ostensibly the biggest challenge they may face in their lives and seeing the 
transformation in my clients from beginning to end is fulfilling and rewarding. 
Providing innovative solutions, effective strategies and compassionate counsel has 
allowed me to service many families throughout my career.

What do you enjoy most about your career?  
I enjoy seeing the fruits of my labor working with my 
public clients, primarily counties, municipalities and 
school districts. I serve as bond counsel, helping 

them to fund important and worthy projects for their communities. I recently 
attended a board meeting where students who were previously underserved and 
lagging behind in reading, read aloud, demonstrating they benefited from the 
designated facilities that we helped finance, which included small group instruction 
rooms to allow the teachers to focus specifically on an individual reading 
environment. It’s rewarding to see these positive results.

What was the best business advice you ever received? “Give it a shot.” It sounds 
simple, but so many don’t allow themselves to follow that advice, for fear of failing.  
My parents instilled those words in my head. Actually, they drilled those words into 
my head! 

What types of charities, community involvement, or pro bono work are you 
involved in?  For years now, my two daughters and I have been supporters of and 
volunteers for Families with Children from China and Girls Learn International. 
For example, we served as a host family in a program that used video-conferencing 
to connect with girls from an Afghani middle school as a way to share our cultures 
and provide mutual enrichment focused on education and culture. It was a lot of fun 
for us and for them, and is gratifying to be a contribution to the lives of other girls 
around the world, and to receive their gifts of sharing and friendship.

What do you consider to be your greatest 
contribution to the success of your company/
clients? Since joining Norris McLaughlin as our 
17th attorney in 1984, I served as a member of our 
Recruiting Committee, helping acquire talent and firms in New Jersey, New York 
City and Allentown. I served as the Chairman of our Business Law Group from 
2009-2019, helping to expand our U.S. and cross-border business. In 2011, I was 
elected to our Management Committee, where I helped build our global market by 
creating our International Business Law Group and our award-winning blog,  
www.bizwithoutborders.com.

What do you enjoy most about your career? I enjoy building relationships; helping 
young, growing lawyers develop their legal and relationship-building skills; creating 
business opportunities and connecting clients with synergy and mutual opportunity; 
and since becoming the chairman of one of our global legal networks, looking for 
ways to grow our network, develop and create opportunities for our network firms 
to aid each other and their clients in cross-border business opportunities.

What types of charities, community involvement, or pro bono work are you 
involved in? I thoroughly enjoy community service. After joining Norris 
McLaughlin, I looked for ways to become involved in the community—from 
serving as our representative to the Somerset County Chamber of Commerce to 
helping develop programs to provide food and clothing to families. Some of the best 
times were coaching my boys’ sports teams from kindergarten through high-school 
travel teams.

Who has been your most influential role 
model? Clearly, my father was my most influential 
role model particularly in the area of the practice 
of law. He truly considered being a lawyer an 
honor and an important profession. Despite 
working very hard, my father always had time for his family. He was also active in 
charitable and community activities as the Grand Knight of the local chapter of 
the Knights of Columbus and also as president of the Union Township Rotary 
Club. He was honored many times for his community involvements. I followed 
my father’s footsteps in obtaining my law degree and was partners with him for 
over 35 years. His professionalism was a guiding source for my legal career and 
personal life.

Other than financial reasons, what inspires you to continue in your current 
profession? I truly enjoy the challenges of my profession particularly in the area 
of land use and development. It is exciting to see a project grow from the planning 
stages to ultimate completion. Working with skilled professionals and development 
teams is a collaborative effort and guiding the team through the difficult process 
is a challenge I embrace. While the hours are long and the road at times quite 
difficult, the rewards of a satisfied client are inspiring. Tackling obstacles and 
hurdles from unexpected challenges are also part of our profession. Crafting 
responses and solutions to those challenges are an inspiration. For example, the 
pandemic presented difficulties that no one could have ever envisioned. 
Formulating methodologies to deal with those obstacles provided further 
inspiration.

8        NJBIZ Leaders in Law


